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Atty. Docket No. 049450-00115 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



600 Grant Street, 44th Floor 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15219 
May 6, 1999 RECEIVED 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 



Pursuant to the provisions of 37 C.F.R. Sections 1.56, 1.97 and 
1.98, Applicant submits the documents listed on the attached Forms 
PTO/SB/08A and PTO/SB/08B for consideration during prosecution of the 
captioned patent application. The Applicant hereby requests the Examiner to 
review and make an independent evaluation of the art. 

The cited art, preceded by an asterisk, is discussed in the 
following pages: page 1, line 21 through page 3, line 13; page 14, line 14 
through page 15, line 15; page 17, line 19 through page 18, line 8; and page 
24, line 1 through page 25, line 9 of the specification. 



Citations GG, HH, and II are not being submitted as they are 
merely background information and are each in excess of 100 pages. Should 
the Examiner wish to have any of these copies anyway, the request will be 
honored by applicant. 

In addition to the cited art, Applicant and/or his attorneys may 
have been exposed to and/or considered other art relating to the general class of 
the subject invention, however, if in fact such exposure or consideration has 
occurred, to the best of their recollection and judgment none of such other art is 
prior art which is more relevant than the art cited hereinabove. 

This statement is made solely for the purpose of compliance with 
the above-identified rules and is not intended to be a substitute for an 
independent evaluation of the cited art by the Examiner or an independent 
search by the Examiner and no representation of any nature is made or intended 
by this statement. 

Respectfully submitted, 

CLM vJjl . 

Arnold B. Silverman 
Registration No. 22,614 
(412) 566-2077 Attorney For Applicant 
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^•oved for use through 9/30/00. OMB 0651-0031 
^ Patent and TradVJRrk Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE — |— 

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number. 
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' B ^ %\ TRANSMITTAL 
Vfc Jf FORM 

rRADBS^ (to be used for all correspondence after initial filing) 


Application Number 


09/262,597 


Filing Date 


March 4, 1999 


First Named Inventor 


Howard M. Kingston 


Group Art Unit 


1743 


Examiner Name 


not assigned 


Total Number of Pages in This Submission 


182 


Attorney Docket Number 


049450-00115 



ENCLOSURES (check all that apply) 



□ 



Fee Transmittal Form 



D Fee Attached 

Amendment/Response 

d After Final 

EH Affidavits/declaration(s) 
ED Extension of Time Request 

Express Abandonment Request 

Information Disclosure Statement 

EH Certified Copy of Priority Document(s) 

□ Response to Missing Parts/Incomplete 
Application 

Response to Missing Parts under 
37 CFR 1.52 or 1.53 



□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 
□ 

□ 
□ 
□ 



Assignment Papers 
(for an Application) 

Drawing(s) 

Licensing-related Papers 

Petition Routing Slip (PTO/SB/69) and 
Accompanying Petition 

To Convert a Provisional Application 

Power of Attorney, Revocation Change of 
Correspondence Address 

Terminal Disclaimer 
Small Entity Statement 
Request for Refund 



Remarks 



□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 

Status Letter 

^ Additional Enclosure(s) 
(please identify below): 



After Allowance Communication to Group 

Appeal Communication to Board of Appeals 
and Interferences 

Appeal Communication to Group 
(Appeal Notice, Brief, Reply Brief) 

Proprietary Information 



Return post card 

17 references (14 enclosed) 



SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT, ATTORNEY, OR AGENT! 



RECEIVED 



Firm 

or 

Individual name 



Arnold B. Silverman 

Eckert Seamans Cherin & Mellott, LLC 



Signature 



Date 



May 6, 1999 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 


I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal Service as first class 
mail in an envelope addressed to: Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington, D.C. 20231 on this date: 


May 6, 1999 




Typed or printed name 


Arnold B. Silverman 


Signature 




Date 


05/06/99 



—J— Burden Hour Statement: This form is estimated to take 0.2 hours to complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you are required to 

complete this form should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, Patent and Trademark Office, Washington, DC 20231. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND 
TO: Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington, DC 20231. 
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